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Abstract

My oversea internship was held at the European Regional Center for Ecohydrology of the Polish
Academy of Sciences (ERCE) from June to December 2018. Based on the experiences and learning s
from the internship, | designed and conducted the project-based research (PBR) on environmental
education for foreign tourists in Japan (June~October, 2019).

The internship institution ERCE applies ecological engineering that combines hydrological
engineering and natural ecology, using various knowledge and techniques to incorporate various
environmental issues related to water quality and biodiversity.

Its concepts match my doctoral research which also integrates knowledge and techniques from
hydrology and ecology. We deepened our understanding of problem discovery and problem-solving
through the involvement of projects and activities conducted by ERCE. It was also a great opportunity
to think about how to apply the problem-solving methods and results obtained in academic research to
society (PBR of the special research IlI).

Environmental education is considered as an important part of environmental conservation. During
overseas internships, we cooperated with local universities to conduct water quality surveys,
environmental education, and environmental awareness surveys. PBR conducted an environmental
education project for foreign tourists using knowledge of the water environment and ecosystems,
which is being studied in academic research. In cooperation with local NPO, we proposed the
introduction of environmental education on tours and achieved the goal of creating a sustainable
environmental education model using the local resources. By visiting and experiencing old shrines
and tea ceremonies, foreign tourists can not only know about Japanese culture, but also understand
Japanese traditional views of nature and the environment, and learn about surrounding environmental
issues and human activities. The environmental education model designed and developed in this PBR
is considered as one part of contributions that address the issues which in turn leads to people's arising
awareness and actions.

2This study is conducted as a part of the Project “Public Environmental Education” undertaken at Special
Research Project Il and 111 in Graduate School of Advanced Integrated Studies in Human Survivability, Kyoto
University. The author is grateful for helpful comments and suggestions by Prof. Yosuke Yamashiki (Kyoto
Univ.), Prof. Liang Zhao (Kyoto Univ.), Prof. Maciej Zalewski (£.6dz Univ.).
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