GSAIS Working Paper Series 19-E-001
November 2019

Policy Framing of Power System Integration Revisited: What are the priorities for ASEAN??

Yugo TANAKA
Graduate School of Advanced Integrated Studies in Human Survivability

Kyoto University

Abstract

What type of power system is most suitable for ASEAN? The question is not something
experts can answer to, though experts’ contribution is obviously necessary to answer the
question. In this question, the problem that needs to be solved is not clearly defined, and if
experts try to define the problem in any form, it would unconsciously or consciously limit a
range of possible solutions. Therefore, a careful attention should be made on the way how
problem is framed. A typical traditional mode of power system planning assumes a certain
form of problem solving, to find an optimal mix of power supply infrastructure to meet the
given demand based on the certain preselected criteria. This article elaborates on an
alternative way of framing the issue, with a planning approach which addresses different
sets of priorities. By comparing the two approaches, the author concludes that the policy
process should be reconsidered, where policy framing of power system planning is revisited
and carefully examined, so that it creates a room for alternative strategies to be generated

and the ASEAN can make the strategical choice based on their own priorities.

This study is conducted as a part of the Project “Implementing a policy design support framework towards energy
transition” undertaken at Special Research Project Il and 111 in Graduate School of Advanced Integrated Studies in
Human Survivability, Kyoto University. The author is grateful for helpful comments and suggestion by Prof. Shigeki
SAKURALI (Kyoto Univ.), Prof. Tetsuo TEZUKA (Kyoto Univ.).
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