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Izumi Ohno is Director of the Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA) Research 

Institute. She specializes in international development policy, Japanese development 

cooperation, business and development. During the Think 20 (T20) 2019 Japan process, 

Ms. Ohno has served as lead Co-Chair of Task Force on 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development and contributed to formulating policy recommendations for the G20 Osaka 

Summit. Prior to joining the JICA Research Institute in October 2018, she was Professor 

of the National Graduate Institute for Policy Studies (GRIPS), and she continues to serve 

as an Adjunct Professor of GRIPS. Previously, Ms. Ohno also worked at the World Bank, 

the Japan Bank for International Cooperation (JBIC), and the JICA.  

 

Over the past years, Ms. Ohno was engaged in a number of advisory committees in the 

areas of international development, economic cooperation, inclusive business, and so 

on. In 2014, she served as a member of the Advisory Panel to the Minister of Foreign 

Affairs on the ODA Charter Review. Ms. Ohno graduated from the Tsuda College (Tokyo), 

and holds a MPA from the Woodrow Wilson School of Public and International Affairs at 

the Princeton University in USA.  

 

Her publications include books on: From a Small Factory in Japan to a Global Firm in 

Asia: SME’s Overseas Expansion Strategy & Policy Support (ed.,Chuo-keizai Publishing 

Co., 2015); Eastern and Western Ideas for African Growth (edited with Kenichi Ohno, 

Routledge, 2013); Introduction to BOP Business: Addressing Global Challenges through 

Partnership (co-authored, Chuo-keizai Publishing Co., 2011); and Japan’s International 

Development Cooperation, (edited with Kazumi Goto and Toshio Watanabe, Nippon 

Hyoronsha, 2005). 

 

 


